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October 22, 2003

The Honorable Phillip J. Bond
Under Secretary of Commerce
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, DC

Dear Under Secretary Bond,

The Federation of American Scientists endorses the initiative being taken by the
Departments of Commerce and Education to lead an interagency effort to
accelerate the development and use of technologies that can make learning more
productive and accessible to all Americans. Our work with business, government,
and educational institutions to develop a roadmap for research in learning science
and technology made it clear that success is only possible by thinking
innovatively about ways to improve how we teach and learn. The Federal
government will need to find new ways of combining expertise not available in
any one federal agency in order to provide the key leadership needed. The
Department of Commerce brings a critical new set of skills with its strengths in
management -- particularly the management of innovation.

We look forward to the work of the new interagency group and will do everything
we can to support it in its critical mission.

Sincerely,
Henry Kelly
President
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